
Skip Saffores
JUN  4, 1949 - AUG  24, 2020

Scan to Visit



Table of Contents

Obituary Page 3

Tribute Wall Page 5

Media Page 7

PAGE 2 OF 8



R ene' Orell Saffores "Skip", 71, passed away at his home in Marshville, N.C. on

August 24, 2020 with his wife Kathryn Ponder Saffores and kids by his side. He
fought a valiant battle with pancreatic cancer including a clinical trail he survived that

will forever change how pancreatic cancer is treated.

Skip was born on June 4, 1949 and grew up in Sonoma, C.A. with his parents, Orell and Fran
Saffores and his siblings, Reve and Boge. He was a highly accomplished athlete playing sports at
Sonoma Valley High and being inducted into the Hall of Fame. He moved with his family to N.C.

in 1968 where he graduated from N.C. State in 1973 with a degree in Business and Economics.
Skip's college athletic accomplishments included playing both basketball and football at N.C.

State, being granted a football scholarship and even coaching with famous basketball coach,
Norm Sloan. Skip would continue to excel in athletics as we would go on to be recruited by the
Oakland Raiders after graduation.

Returning home to Marshville, Skip would join his father, Sass in growing Jefferson Turkey Farms
into one of the largest independent turkey producers in S.C. as well as operating his own trucking
firm. Skip was known for his hard work ethic and ability to build and fix anything. He weathered

many business endeavors but was always there for the little man. Skip was always a phone call
away for anyone that needed help and truly enjoyed giving back to those around him in his

community including being a long time member of the infamous H.A.S.O.B organization.

When Skip wasn't driving his truck alongside his dog, Sport; he could be found at home, on his
farm in Marshville with his wife, Kathryn and his kids and grandkids. The family spent many

days lakeside, fishing and watching the sunset while Skip mastered the grill as he was known for
his legendary turkey and other smoked meats. In recent years "Big Pop" would join his grandkids

on side by side rides through the woods along trails he had carved for their enjoyment. When
Skip and Kathryn could arrange it they would travel together visiting the many family and friends
that Skip had touched over the years.

Skip is preceded in death by his parents, Sass and Fran Saffores and his son, Heath.
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 Skip is survived by his loving wife of 21 years, Kathryn Ponder Saffores, his children, Sommer
(Matt) Belk and Casey (Meagan) Smith and 6 grandchildren, Shelby, Maeley and Saddie Belk and

Crewson, Beckett and baby girl Smith due in October. Skip is also survived by his sister, Reve
Taylor of Granite Bay, C.A. and brother Boge (Cheryl) Saffores of Wilsonville, O.R. and 3 nieces, 3

nephews, 5 grand nieces and 2 grand nephews as well as beloved father and mother in law Bill and
Loretta Ponder of Monroe, N.C. He will also be sorely missed by his large extended family, his
AFS sister, Angela Bethel Hodgkinson, her husband Lloyd of Trinidad and the entire Bethel and

Hodgkinson family of Barbados, the entire Cuddy Clan, all of Pearl's people, Bill and Martha
Milligan and family and Tim and Owanna Victory of Marshville, N.C. as well as countless other

treasured family and friends that he met throughout his life.

An outdoor Celebration of Life will be held September 20, 2020 at Saffores Family Farm in
Marshville. Please call 704-996-9500 or email saffores1@gmail.com for address and details.

"Life should not be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in a pretty and well
preserved body, but rather to skid in broadside in a cloud of smoke, thoroughly used up, totally
worn out, and loudly proclaiming "Wow! What a Ride!" (Hunter S. Thompson, The Proud

Highway: Saga of a Desperate Southern Gentleman, 1955-1967)

"Tributes to honor Skip's memory may be made to the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network, either

online athttps://secure.pancan.org/site/Donation2?
df_id=2681&mfc_pref=T&2681.donation=form1 (and please check the box indicating it is a
memorial gift), or may be sent to: PanCAN, 1500 Rosecrans Avenue, Suite 200, Manhattan Beach,

CA 90266; please note that the gift is in memory of Skip Saffores."

 

Davis Funeral Home is honored to be serving the Saffores family.  A guest register book is
available at www.davisfuneralservice.com
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Stanly Funeral Home shared an album called Dana Goforth.

April 23 at 7:29 AM

NE Nick Evans lit a candle in honor of Skip.

âœ¨You were a great guy Skip. I used to love hearing you talk about things you had

done or things that happened in the past. You always seemed to have this glowing

happiness all the time. It also nice having someone around that knows how to

massage various muscles. I've actually been told I'm good with the 1 thing I learned

about massage from you. (I should have asked more.) I've thought about you a good bit over the

years. Even told a few people about you at times. RIP old Friend. Love ya. I wish we had more people

like you around. You were truly a Great Man!âœ¨

April 6 at 8:00 PM

MZ Monty Zoomer posted:

To the best friend that Iâ€™ve ever had, my brother in arms and in spirit. I so hope youâ€™re trucking

in a truck of your dreams or youâ€™ve got a badass motorcycle, or boat or....I love youSee ya later,

Monty Zoomer

September 16 at 8:00 PM

KG Kathy Gregory lit a candle in honor of Skip.

Many memories of Skip and his dad in Jefferson.Â I was the notary in town when

he needed it. May God comfirt you and your family

September 5 at 8:00 PM

JO Jeanne Oliver lit a candle in honor of Skip.

September 1 at 8:00 PM
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DI Dale Ingraham posted:

I still remember when you parked your big rig in the driveway, I swear God moved the entry gate 'cuz

you slipped right in.Then you and Marty joined in the rhythm group we had going.Â Good times.So

rest in peace, check the place out and know I love you forever, there's no greater guide for the future

than you cuz

August 30 at 8:00 PM

BR Brandi lit a candle in honor of Skip.

My condolences to the family. Kathryn I am so very sorry, it was such a pleasure

meeting yâ€™all and taking Care of Rene. Iâ€™m glad I got to be apart of his clinical

trial in Radiology. Thinking of you. Brandi

August 26 at 8:00 PM

TT Toby Tomberlin lit a candle in honor of Skip.

Condolences to Family.

August 25 at 8:00 PM

NK Nancy Ingraham Kluck posted:

Loved so much!!!

August 25 at 8:00 PM

DC Darrell Couick posted:

Sorry to hear about Skip. What a gentle man, always smiling. Praying for all the family. May god bless

you all.

August 25 at 8:00 PM

NK Nancy Ingraham Kluck lit a candle in honor of Skip.

My most loved cousin, Rest In Peace sweet ma!!!!

August 25 at 8:00 PM
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Stanly Funeral Home shared a photo to the Dana Goforth album. April 23 at 7:29 AM

To my most favorite patient and his lovely

wife....you and your family are in my thoughts

and...
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Skip by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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